
Year 6: The Victorians

Subject Specific Vocabulary The Victorian Era Important knowledge

reign
The period of rule of a
monarch. Queen 

Victoria

(1819-1901)

reigned

1837-1901

Some innovations during the 

Victorian era

Manchester during the Industrial Revolution

 I know why Victoria was a 
successful queen. 

 I know key dates and events 
in Queen Victoria’s reign.

 I know the effects of 
industrialisation and the 
impact this had on the 
Victorian slums.

 I know how the poor were 
treated during the Victorian 
period.

 I know why life in a Victorian 
workhouse was unpleasant.

 I know about the Great 
Exhibition and why it was so 
important for Britain at the 
time.

 I know similarities and 
differences between 
Victorian and modern day 
schooling. 

pauper
A person who is destitute (very 
poor), relies on charity, often 
sent to the workhouse. 

empire

An extensive group of states or 

countries ruled over by a single 

monarch.

urbanisation

The movement of populations 
from rural areas to towns and 
cities. The process of becoming 
more urban.

industrialisation

A process that happens in 
countries when they start to use 
machines to do work that was 
once done by people.

workhouse
Provided work and shelter for 

the poverty stricken.

government

A group of people with the 

authority to govern a country or 

state.

poverty
The state of being extremely 

poor. 

slum
Unhealthy, unsafe and 

overcrowded housing.

education
A process of teaching, training 

and learning.


