
Year 2: Science The Environment Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Information Important Knowledge

man-made A material which has been made 
by humans. For example plastic. Food Chain

 I know that plastics are man 

made.

 I know that plastics don’t 

degrade.

 I know that plastic harms 

wildlife.

 I know that using lots of plastic 

has a negative effect on the 

planet.

 I know about plastic 

alternatives.

 I know ways to reduce, reuse

and recycle.

Working Scientifically

 I can sort and group materials 

to show which contain plastic 

and which do not. 

 I can record my iPad research 

in words and pictures.

 I can record my findings in a 

table or graph.

compost
Decaying natural material which 

has been broken down. 

reduce
To make smaller the amount 
used.

rigid
Something which is hard and will 

not bend.

microfibre
Very tiny microscopic fibres or 

threads.

micro plastic
Very tiny microscopic pieces of 
plastic. Sometimes smaller than a 
grain of sand. 

consumer People who buy things

harmful
Things which cause harm or 

damage.

pledge To promise to do something.

production
To make something on a big 
scale.

micro plastics


