
Year 4: The Romans

Subject Specific Vocabulary
Hadrian’s Wall & Testudo 

Formation
Important Knowledge

Hadrian’s Wall

Hadrian's Wall is a fortified 

Roman wall, extending 

across England.

❑ I know the reasons why 
the Romans wanted to 
invade and settle in 
Britain.

❑ I know why the Romans 
were able to defeat the 
Celts.

❑ I know about the life of a 
Roman soldier.

❑ I know why the Roman’s 
built Hadrian’s Wall. 

❑ I know that the Roman 
roads were a positive 
development.

❑ I know which Roman 
developments had the 
greatest significance on 
today. 

❑ I know about the Testudo 
formation and tactics 
that the Roman army 
used.

❑ I can use a variety of 
sources to obtain 
information about the 
achievements of the 
Romans.

❑ I know about the Romans 

in Chester.

legacy 
Something received from an 

ancestor or the past.

Roman A native or resident of Rome. 

invasion
The taking over of a place 

by force.

soldier
A person who serves in an 

army.

tribesman

A man belonging to a tribe 

in a traditional society or 

group. 

development 
The process of developing or 

being developed.

army
An organised military force 

equipped for fighting on land. 

tactics

An action or strategy carefully 

planned to achieve a specific 

end.

testudo 

formation

The men would align their 

shields to form a packed 

formation covered with 

shields on the front and top.
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