
Year 2: Music Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Rhythm Grid & Notes Important Knowledge

beat
A steady pulse which you can feel 

in your hands and feet.

❑ I know the names of some 

instruments I can hear, such 

as an electric guitar, drums 

and bass guitar.

❑ I know that rock music always 

has electric drums and 

keyboards, solo electric guitar 

riffs and a loud, heavy 

drumbeat.

❑ I can clap a pulse, increasing 

and decreasing the tempo.

❑ I can play along on a 

glockenspiel using C and D 

whilst keeping to a steady 

pulse.

❑ I can play back my 

improvisation and change 

rhythms or melodies that I 

don’t like.

❑ I can compose using a rhythm 

grid containing crotchets, 

quavers and the note name 

(C or D).

❑ I know how to read my 

notation to help me perform.

❑ I can perform my part in a 

group, keeping time with 

others.

riff A short, repeated pattern or tune.

copy 

back

To sing or play back a rhythm or 

melody.

perform
To play an instrument or sing a 

piece of music.

rock
A type of music with drums and 

electric guitar.

drums
A musical instrument you can hit, 

shake or scrape.

electric 

guitar

A guitar which is heard through a 

speaker.

keyboard
An electric piano which can 

change its sounds.

middle 8
The section of a song which has a 

different melody and lyrics.  

bass 

guitar

A low sounding guitar which 

supports the tune.
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