
Subject Specific Vocabulary
Important 

Information
Important Knowledge

smash
An offensive shot, fired from a 

high point and travels down 

steeply towards your opponent.

A badminton court has 2 

sets of lines, one for double 

and one for singles.

All clearing shots are used 

for defence.

❑ I can strike using an open hand.

❑ I can strike a moving shuttlecock with a 

racket using a under arm swing.

drop shot
A shuttlecock so softly hit that it 

falls to the playing surface just 

after clearing the net.

❑ I can strike a shuttlecock over an obstacle 

using a forehand and backhand.

backhand 
serve

Hitting the shuttle with your racket 

while the back of your hand is 

facing the shuttle.

❑ I can identify and perform the swing, 

overhead clear, back hand serve and 

smash.

drive
Direction and power of the 

shuttle.
❑ I know how to gain a point against an 

opponent.

❑ I know when to return a shot using an 

attacking or defensive shot.doubles Two-against-two during a match.

❑ I can perform with a partner to create and 

carry out a tactic.

formation 
The place you and your team 

stand on the court. ❑ I can understand the rules of Badminton 

England.

precision Where the ball lands on the court.
❑ I can perform a swing, overhead clear, 

back hand serve and smash with the 

correct amount of power during a rally.
coach

To help or instruct someone to do 

something.

endurance
How long your muscles last when 

performing exercise.

❑ I can perform all shots, at the appropriate 

time whilst using the correct technique.

❑ I can perform a serve over a net using the 

correct technique and move to attempt to 

return it.

critique
Commenting on others actions for 

further improvement.
❑ I can perform fair umpiring skills.
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