
Year 4: World Music Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Notation Important knowledge 

about pop music 
gospel

A genre of music that was originally 

created by slaves.

a capella Singing without backing.
❑ I know the features of gospel 

music (which often features: 

religious lyrics, strong vocal, 

harmony lines, call and 

response, and a capella

singing). decrescendo
A decrease in volume (getting 

quieter).

❑ I can perform a simple 

instrumental part on the 

glockenspiels.harmony
A group of singers singing two or 

more different notes at a time.

accelerando
An increase in tempo (the speed of 

the pulse or beat).

ritardando
A decrease in tempo (the speed of 

the pulse or beat).
Rhythm notation

❑ I can use repeated patterns 

of either rhythm or melody to 

improvise.
dissonance

An unpleasant combination of 

musical sounds.

Rest, tea, rest, coffee, 

rest tea tea coffee

❑ I can use notations to record 

compositions, using a variety 

of pitch and rhythmic 

patterns.

octave
A set of successive notes ranging 

from A to G.

adagio
To play slowly and at a plodding 

pace.
❑ I can compose using a rhythm 

grid and Music Notepad.

allegro To play with a lively tempo. 

British 
note 

names 

Note 
symbols 

Note value 

Crotchets 

 

1 beat 

Quavers 

 

½ of a beat 

Crotchet 
rest 

 

1 beat 

Quaver 
rest 

  

½ of a beat 

Minim 

 

2 beats 

Minim rest 
 

2 beats 
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