
Year 6: Rainforests Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary World Rainforests Important 
knowledge about 

rainforests
canopy

A dense layer of vegetation, where trees 

seem to merge or overlap at about 30-45 

metres in height.
❑ I know what a rainforest 

is and I know how to 
locate the world’s 

rainforests on a map.

emergent 
layer

The tops of trees that poke up above the 

rainforest canopy.

understory
A layer just below the canopy that includes 

ferns and vines that start growing above 

the ground.

❑ I know the link between 
the location of 
rainforests and the 
major lines of latitude.

shrub layer

This includes shorter plants like shrubs and 

young tree saplings growing above the 

ground layer, competing to get the most 

sunlight and food.

Layers of a Rainforest ❑ I know the different 

layers of life in a 
rainforest.

❑ I know the features that 
make up a rainforest.forest floor

The ground of the rainforest, with soil and 

fallen trees and leaves.

indigenous
Native to a country or region. They were 

the first people to live there and they didn’t 

travel from another country or region. ❑ I know the key 
characteristics of the 
Congo.

deforestation

The cutting down of forests or groups of 

trees which is then turned into non-forest 

use. These are usually converted to farms, 

ranches, or used for urban use.
❑ I know the impact that 

deforestation has on 
rainforests

biomes
A biome is a large area characterized by its 

vegetation, soil, climate, and wildlife.

biodiversity The variety of living things in a given place.
❑ I know the importance 

of the Amazon 
Rainforest.

ecosystem
A community of interacting organisms and 

their environment. The rainforest is the 

richest ecosystem on Earth.


