
Year 5: South America Knowledge Mat

Subject Specific Vocabulary Map Important knowledge 
about South America

economy
The way in which goods and 

services are made, sold, and used 

in a country or area.

❑ I know where South 

America is on a world 

map and know a range 

of its physical and 

human features.
trade

The buying and selling of goods 

and services.

sustainable 
development

A way for people to use resources 

without the resources running out.
❑ I know the countries 

and capital cities of 

South America.

scale
The relationship between distance 

on the map and distance in real 

life.
Landmarks ❑ I know key facts about 

Brazil and compare 

them with the United 

Kingdom.distribution
The way something is spread out or 

arranged over a geographic area.

humidity
The amount of water vapour in the 

air.

❑ I know what daily life in 

Rio de Janeiro is like.

agriculture
The work of growing crops or 

rearing animals (farming).

equatorial
Relating to, or located at the 

equator or an equator.

❑ I know how my life is 

linked to Rio and the 

South East of Brazil 

through trade.
Prime 
Meridian

The prime meridian is the line of 0 

longitude, the starting point for 

measuring distance both east and 

west around the Earth.

❑ I know the pros and 

cons of hosting the 

Olympic Games. .

Western 
Hemisphere

The part of Earth comprising North 

and South America and the 

surrounding waters.


