
Year 2: Coasts Knowledge Mat 

Subject Specific Vocabulary Features of the Seaside Important knowledge 
about coasts 

sea 

Seas are bodies of saltwater which are 
smaller than oceans and are usually 
located where the land and ocean 
meet.  I know the four countries 

and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and I 
know the surrounding seas 

of the United Kingdom.  
 

seaside 
A place by the sea, especially a beach 
area or holiday resort. 

Beach 
A beach is a landform found along the 
coast of an ocean, sea, or lake. 

 I know different types of 
settlements found in the 
United Kingdom and I 
know what the seaside is. 
 

Sand 
dunes 

A hill or ridge of sand piled up by the 
wind is called a sand dune. Dunes may 
form wherever there is a lot of loose sand 
and enough wind to move it. Beaches 
and deserts are common places for 
dunes. 

Types of Coastlines  I know the physical and 
human features of the 
seaside.  Harbour 

An area of the sea at the coast which is 
partly enclosed by land or strong walls, so 
that boats can be left there safely.  

 
port 

A town or city with a harbour where ships 
load or unload. 

 I know what life is like in a 
seaside town and I know 
the species of animals 
and plants that are 
found there. 

Attraction
s 

The human and physical features found 
in a particular place that often make 
people want to visit a particular 
destination. 

 I know what a coastline is 
and I know the features 

of a coastline. Irish sea 
The body of water that separates Ireland 
and Great Britain. 

English 

Channel  

An arm of the Atlantic Ocean that 
separates Southern England from 
northern France 

 I know that the Jurassic 
Coast is a famous coastline 

in the United Kingdom. 

North Sea 
The North Sea is a sea that is part of the 
Atlantic Ocean in northern Europe. 


