
 Reception Newsletter – Friday 4th March 2022 
The Land Before Time 
This week we received a parcel and a letter from a man named Terry Dactyl. In the parcel was an egg for us to look after. We 
thought long and hard about what could be inside the egg and read the letter again in search of any clues. On Wednesday the egg 
started to crack and by Friday something had hatched and escaped from the egg, leaving some tiny footprints. We continued to 
look for clues as to its whereabouts and have since discovered that we are the proud carers of a baby dinosaur!  
This half term we will be learning all about dinosaurs and what the world was like when they walked the earth. 
Language 
Our new focus text for the next couple of weeks is ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle. We have enjoyed learning all about seed 
dispersal and we were even able to use our prior learning about the seasons to predict what might happen during the seed’s 
journey. The children have worked very hard this week to apply their phonics to their writing. We have written instructions for 
planting seeds and sentences to describe our favourite moments in the story. Next week we are going to be using all of our ‘good 
writing tricks’ to write leaflets explaining how to look after to seeds to ensure they grow healthily! 
Maths  
In our maths work, we have begun to explore the composition of the larger numbers 9 and 10. The children have really impressed 
us by how well they are able to recognise patterns in the arrays of these numbers, for example, we noticed that 10 looks like a 
double five and 9 looks like an eight with an extra one. This week we have been playing matching games and comparing different 
combinations of amounts that make 9 and 10. Next week we will be exploring this further as well as practising finding numbers that 
are one less as quickly as we can. 
Spellings 
Our new focus spellings for this half term are: 

not, up, put, had, big, he, she, we, me, be 
We will also be re-assessing children on any words they were unable to spell in our previous assessment. Please continue to 
practise these at home. 
Phonics 
This week we are beginning to send home some of our new ‘Read, Write Inc Bookbag books’ with children. Please ensure that 
these books are kept in book bags as they must be returned to school before children can select their next reading book. 
Alternatively, children may bring home a ‘ditty’ sheet which they have been learning to read during the phonics lessons. Over the 
next couple of weeks all parents will receive details of how you can access our taught texts online to share with children at home. 
Fossil Hunting Workshop 
In just one week, the children have amazed us with their enthusiasm for our new project and their recall of facts. We plan our 
projects to suit the needs and fascinations of our children. We discovered this week how keen they are to learn more about 
dinosaur bones and fossils. With this in mind, we have booked an exciting fossil hunting workshop to culminate our learning at the 
end of this half term. The workshop will involve digging for fossils and looking at ways in which we can use the fossils to help us 
learn more about dinosaurs. The workshop does incur a small cost and so we are asking for a contribution of £3 per child. Over the 
next week all parents will receive a Ping Alert, giving details about how to make payment for this workshop. 
Secret Readers 
We have been overwhelmed by the number of parents who have volunteered their time to come into school and share a story with 
their child’s class. Thank you so much for your support in this; the children are so excited about the prospect of their mum or dad 
surprising them at story time in the classroom! There is still time to participate! Either send an email to the school office detailing a 
preferred day, or let a member of the team know your preferred day at the classroom door. 
 
Thanks for your continued support, 
The Reception Team 
 

  


