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Introduction
The Standards and Testing Agency (STA) is responsible for the development and  
delivery of statutory tests and assessments in 2013. The STA is an executive agency of  
the Department for Education (DfE).

As in previous years, external markers will mark the reading test papers. The markers  
will follow the mark scheme in this booklet, which is provided here to inform teachers.

This booklet contains the mark scheme for the assessment of reading. For ease of 
reference, the test questions have been reproduced. Level threshold tables will be published 
on the Department’s website at www.education.gov.uk/ks2, on Tuesday 9 July 2013.

The English reading test contains 50 marks.

The mark scheme was written alongside the questions, with pupil responses added as 
examples following the trials. The mark schemes indicate the criteria on which judgements 
should be made. In areas of uncertainty however, markers should use professional 
judgement based on the training they have received.

The assessment focuses for reading provide information about the particular processes  
or skills the pupil needs to demonstrate in order to answer the questions. This information  
is provided in order to explain the structure of the mark scheme as well as the way in  
which it will be used by external markers. The assessment focuses are drawn from the 
National Curriculum.
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The reading test mark schemes
The range of marks available for each question is given under the mark box at the side of 
the page in the Reading Answer Booklet. 

Incorrect or unacceptable answers are given a mark of 0. 

No half marks are awarded.

There are several different answer formats:

•	 short answers  
These may be only a word or phrase and 1 mark may be awarded for a correct 
response.

•	 several line answers 
These may be phrases or a sentence or two and up to 2 marks may be awarded.

•	 longer answers 
These require a more detailed explanation of the pupil’s opinion and up to 3 marks 
may be awarded.

•	 other answers 
Some responses do not involve writing and the requirements are explained in the 
question.

The mark scheme was devised after trialling the tests with pupils and contains examples 
(these are shown in italics) of some frequently occurring correct answers given in the 
trials. Many pupils will, however, have different ways of wording an acceptable answer. In 
assessing each answer, markers must focus on the content of what has been written and 
not on the quality of the writing, expression or grammatical construction, etc. 

Assessment focuses for reading
The aspects of reading to be assessed are pupils’ ability to:

AF1	 use a range of strategies, including accurate decoding of text, to read for 
meaning

AF2	 understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas from texts 
and use quotation and reference to text

AF3	 deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from texts

AF4	 identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, including 
grammatical and presentational features at text level

AF5	 explain and comment on writers’ uses of language, including grammatical and 
literary features at word and sentence level

AF6	 identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the overall effect 
of the text on the reader

AF7	 relate texts to their social, cultural and historical contexts and literary traditions.
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Reading answer booklet: Page 4 (continued)

3. Shere Khan fears only two things.

 What are they?

  Tick two.

1 mark

Assessment focus 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use quotation and reference to text.

Award 1 mark for both boxes correctly ticked. 

  

✓

✓

guns

humans      

fire

tigers

wolves 

           

4. When does Mother Wolf become a fierce fighter?

1 mark

Assessment focus 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use quotation and reference to text.

Award 1 mark for reference to someone threatening her cubs, eg:

 ● when someone threatens / hurts her babies

 ● when her cubs are in danger

 ● to protect her cubs. 

Also award 1 mark for direct text lifts, eg:

 ● when protecting her cubs.

           

Reading answer booklet: Page 5 
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7. Following the introduction, how is the text on pages 4 and 5 organised?

1 mark

Assessment focus 4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, 
including grammatical and presentational features at text level.

Award 1 mark for correct box ticked. 

  Tick one.

 

✓

in order of importance

in no particular order      

in order of size

in alphabetical order 

           

Reading answer booklet: Page 6
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16. Use this paragraph to answer all of question 16.

 

“How little! How naked, and – how bold!” said Mother Wolf, softly. The 
baby was pushing his way between the cubs to get close to the warm 
hide. “Ah! He is taking his meal with the others. And so this is a man’s 
cub. Now, was there ever a wolf that could boast of a man’s cub among 
her children?”

 a) From this short paragraph you can tell that:

1 mark

 Assessment focus 3: Deduce, infer or interpret information, events or ideas from  
texts (simple inference).

Award 1 mark for correct box ticked. 

  Tick one.

 
✓

The baby was about one  
year old.

Mother Wolf was fierce.

Mother Wolf wanted to  
keep the baby. 

The baby was really a  
wolf cub.

 b)  Underline the word that shows that Mother Wolf would be proud to  
have a human baby in her family. 

1 mark

 Assessment focus 2: Understand, describe, select or retrieve information, events or ideas 
from texts and use quotation and reference to text.

Award 1 mark for: 

 ■ boast.

Also accept:

 ■ bold.

               

Reading answer booklet: Page 11

continued on next page
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21. Number the following statements (1-6) to show the order in which they  
happened in the legend.  

 The first one has been done for you.

1 mark

Assessment focus 4: Identify and comment on the structure and organisation of texts, 
including grammatical and presentational features at text level.

Award 1 mark for:

 

5

2

6

3

1

4

The twins were left floating 
on the River Tiber.

The city of Rome was named.      

A wolf rescued the twins.

The twins were born.      

A shepherd looked  
after the twins.

The twins fought and one died. 

           

Section 4: Romulus and Remus.

Reading answer booklet: Page 15
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22. or so the story tells us... (on the second line of the legend)

 What does this expression suggest to the reader?

1 mark

Assessment focus 6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the 
overall effect of the text on the reader.

Award 1 mark for correct box ticked.

 The writer… Tick one.

 
✓

thinks it is an amusing story.

is saying it is true.

is not sure if it is true.

does not know all the details.

            

Reading answer booklet: Page 15 (continued)
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27. How can you tell that the author of page 10 has studied wolves closely? 

1 mark

Assessment focus 6: Identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, and the 
overall effect of the text on the reader.

Award 1 mark for both boxes ticked correctly.

  Tick two.

 

✓

✓

The illustrations are  
detailed.

The illustrations show head 
and shoulders only.

The author supports wolves 
in the wild.

The author includes expert 
information.

The written information is 
long and full of detail.

The author can communicate 
with wolves.

           

Reading answer booklet: Page 18
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